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WILDERNESS CAPE RAOUL

EXPERIENCES

AN INTRIGUING WALK Much of Tasmania’s most dramatically beautiful coastal scenery is found on the

east coast of the Tasman Peninsula in the south-east of the state and the walk to
THROUGH A VARIETY Cape Raoul (one of Tasmania’s 60 Great Short Walks) is the southernmost point on
OF LANDSCAPES AND the Peninsula. To access the walk, we travel southeast from Hobart on the Tasman

PLANT COMMUNITIES, Highway, over the Dunalley Canal and the Forestier Peninsula to the infamous
Eaglehawk Neck on the Tasman Peninsula and then on past the Port Arthur settle-

CULMINATING IN THE ment to our trailhead at Stormlea.
STUNNING VIEW OF
CAPE RAOUL From here we enter the coastal forest of tall stringy bark eucalypts (Eucalyptus

obliqua) with an attractive and varied understory before arriving at our morning
tea spot - the breathtaking and precipitous cliffs overlooking Shipstern Bluff to
the west and Cape Raoul to the east. From here the character of the scenery
changes to one of a remnant rainforest sustained by sea-mist (a cloud forest) with
seemingly out-of-place flora more usually found at higher and wetter altitudes,
then to a dry she-oak (Allocasuarina littoralis) grove as we skirt the precipitous
cliffs above the sea below, and finally to a wind-pruned plateau of coastal heaths
(Epacridaceae sp.) and dwarf banksias (Banksia marginata) before we arrive at
our lunch stop atop the vertiginous cliffs overlooking the dolerite columns of
Cape Raoul.

The route generally is a pleasant and easily traversed bush track, with some steep
sections and some quite thrilling sections close to the cliff edges requiring careful
negotiation.
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