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1 Introduction to this Nature Conservation Plan 

This Nature Conservation Plan (“Plan”) must be read in conjunction with the attached 
Conservation Covenant (“Covenant”) registered on the land title(s).  In this Plan, all 
definitions follow those described in Clause 3.1 of the Covenant. 

 

The Covenant lists in Clause 4.2 those activities that are prohibited from the Land. Clause 
4.2 also details those activities that may only be undertaken with authorisation in writing by 
the Minister.  This Nature Conservation Plan contains Authorisation(s) from the Minister, for 
the purposes of Clause 4.2 of the Covenant, and details the extent to which these activities 
are permitted in the Land. This Plan also contains the management prescriptions issued by 
the Minister which are referred to in Clause 4.3 of the Covenant.  

All decisions, approvals, consents, recommendations, monitoring and other responsibilities of 
the Minister specified in this Nature Conservation Plan may be made, given or carried out by 
the Minister or a duly appointed delegate (or authorised person) of the Minister. 

The Minister will provide succeeding owners of the Land a Nature Conservation Plan 
containing authorisations, management prescriptions, and/or recommendations that will 
facilitate the ongoing management of the Land. Before transferring the property, the Owner 
may direct any enquires from purchasers regarding the Conservation Covenant and Nature 
Conservation Plan to the Department. 

Any Management Prescriptions provided in this Nature Conservation Plan: 

(a) may be varied at any time by agreement between the parties; 

(b) will be reviewed jointly by the parties every 10 years (or as otherwise agreed) 
and if both parties agree, may be amended by the Minister pursuant to that 
review. 

Any Authorisation(s) provided in this Nature Conservation Plan (in relation to the Covenant): 

(a) may be reviewed by the Minister and the Owner at any time; 

(b) will be reviewed by the Minister and the Owner at intervals no longer than 10 
years (or as otherwise agreed); 

(c) may be amended by the Minister pursuant to that review. 

All notices or other communications given by the Owner to the Minister under the terms of 
this Nature Conservation Plan must be in writing and sent to the following address: 

The Minister, 

C/- The Secretary, 

Department Primary Industries & Water 

Private Land Conservation Program 

GPO Box 44 

HOBART  TASMANIA  7001 

OR 

Facsimile number  (03) 6223 8603 
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2 Management Objectives 

2.1 General Objectives 

The following general objectives apply to the management of the Land: 

 Protection and conservation of the natural systems and features in the Land, 
including the diversity of species, habitats and communities; 

 Protection of significant vegetation communities and populations of 
threatened and/or priority plant and animal species; 

 Protection of the Land from damage by introduced plants and animals, 
disease and inappropriate management regimes. 

 
 

2.2 Specific Management Objectives for Natural values 

The management objectives are: 

 To maintain the structure of vegetation community and allow for regeneration 
of native species under the proposed management regime; 

 To implement appropriate fire regimes; 

 To protect the habitat of threatened and/or priority species; 

 To eradicate or control weeds and feral animals and prevent any further 
introduction(s) of exotic species. 

 
 
The success, or otherwise, of the management regimes will be monitored by the 
Department of Primary Industries and Water (“the Department”). In general, the 
measures of success of the management regimes are: 

 the maintenance or improvement in native species diversity, richness and 
abundance; 

 adequate and appropriate opportunities for recruitment or regeneration of 
native species; 

 the maintenance or an improvement in the population(s) of threatened 
species and their habitat; and  

 a reduction in infestations of environmental weed species (where present). 
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3 Boundaries of the Land 

Base Camp Tasmania is a property situated in Glenfern, 13km southwest of New 
Norfolk in the Derwent Valley as shown on the map below.  The Land is shown on 
the attached map (see page 18). The vegetation that occurs on the Land is outlined 
on the attached vegetation map (see page 19). 

 

 
Figure 1 Location of Land on the property Base Camp Tasmania near New Norfolk. 
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4 Background information 

The Land is 37.88 hectares, which Jennifer and Graham McLean have owned for 5 
years. They are actively involved in the care, rehabilitation and release of injured and 
orphaned wildlife, for which the Land plays an important role.   

 

In the past the Land has been selectively logged and cleared in some areas for 
grazing, though many large old trees remain throughout the Land.  The fire regime 
has varied across the Land and is reflected in the resulting vegetation communities 
and species assemblages. Woody weeds have been brought under control since 
Jennifer and Graham have owned the Land and they remain diligent with follow-up 
control. 

 

5 Natural Values on the Land  

5.1 Vegetation communities 

The following vegetation communities are present on the Land (refer to Vegetation 
map, page 19): 

 

Stringy bark (Eucalyptus obliqua) dry forest (DOB) 

This community totals approximately14.2 ha on the Land.  It has high species 
diversity with significant old growth elements.  There are many logs on the ground in 
various stages of decay and patches of rocky outcrops.  The large shrubs in this 
Eucalyptus obliqua community include silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) and blackwood 
(Acacia melanoxylon).  The understorey species distribution varies across this 
community and includes common heath (Epacris impressa), dwarf riceflower 
(Pimelea humilis), hop bitterpea (Daviesia latifolia), bracken (Pteridium esculentum) 
and ground cover of sedges, Poa and lilies.  A silver gum (Eucalyptus cordata) 
sapling was found during the survey within the Eucalyptus obliqua community.  The 
areas of hawthorn and broom located in this community are being controlled. 
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Gumtopped stringybark (Eucalyptus delegatensis) dry forest and woodland (DDE) 

The Eucalyptus obliqua grades into a gumtopped stringybark (Eucalyptus 
delegatensis) dry forest and woodland (DDE) community at the high eastern side of 
the Land.  This Eucalyptus delegatensis community contains scattered old growth 
trees but mainly consists of younger even aged trees that probably indicate a 
significant fire event 2-3 decades ago.  The subdominants are mountain white gum 
(E. dalrympleana), stringybark (E. obliqua) and blue gum (E. globulus) and 
understorey species include coffeeberry (Coprosma hirtella), guitarplant (Lomatia 
tinctoria) and fireweed groundsel (Senecio linearifolius).  No weeds were observed 
within this community. 

 

Stringybark (Eucalyptus obliqua) wet forest with broad-leaf shrubs (WOB) 

There is approximately 4ha of Eucalyptus obliqua wet forest with broad-leaf shrubs 
(WOB) on the Land.  This community includes some very large old stringy bark (E. 
obliqua) and blue gum (E. globulus) trees with good habitat hollows.  Common 
dogwood (Pomaderris apetala), musk daisybush (Olearia argophylla) and Tasmanian 
currajong (Asterotrichion discolor) form a dense tall shrub layer with native currant 
(Coprosma quadrifida), hop-native primrose (Goodenia ovata), goldey wood 
(Monotoca glauca), mountain correa (Correa lawrenceana) and at least four species 
of ferns forming the basis of the understorey.  There are pockets of dense woolly 
teatree (Leptospermum lanigerum) within this community. There are some areas of 
blackberry and gorse that the owners currently have under control. 

 

 
Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broad-leaf shrubs (WOB), taken March 2008 
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Inland heathland (undifferentiated) (SHU) 

The Land consists of approximately 4ha of Inland heathland (undifferentiated) 
(SHU).This community is diverse with dolly bush (Cassinia aculeata), everlasting 
(Ozothamnus sp) and rigid candleheath (Richea sprengelioides) being the most 
abundant species and also including guitar plant (Lomatia tinctoria), purple 
appleberry (Billardiera longiflora) golden shaggy pea, (Oxylobium ellipticum), forest 
raspwort (Gonocarpus teucrioides) and a Monotoca sp.  This community is probably 
a result of past clearing or burning and will probably succeed to become stringy bark 
(Eucalyptus obliqua) if left unburnt.  The location of inland heathland 
(undifferentiated) on this property provides valuable complementary habitat with the 
adjacent forests and woodlands.  Sweet vernal and some hawthorn plants are 
present. 

 

Silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) forest (NAD) 

The Acacia dealbata forest (NAD) is located in the lower altitudinal band of the Land 
and includes large and sapling Acacia dealbata, scattered eucalypts including some 
recruiting Tasmanian silver gum (E. cordata) (or hybrid) and blue gum (E. globulus).  
There are few shrubs present and the ground cover varies from dense bracken fern 
to a grassier understorey. 

 

5.2 Threatened and/or priority species 

The following threatened species could potentially be, or have been sighted on, the 
Land. For more information on Tasmanian threatened species please visit 
www.dpiw.tas.gov.au 

 

Flora     

Clasp leaf heath (Epacris acuminata) – recorded within 5km of the Land 

Fine frilly heath (Pentachondra ericifolia) – recorded within 5km of the Land 

Rayless starwort (Stellaria multiflora) – recorded within 5km of the Land 

 

Fauna     

Mt Mangana stag beetle (Lissotes menalcas) - There are records from within 500m of 
the Land.  Many areas on the Land have rotting logs on the ground and the wet 
Eucalyptus obliqua forest is particularly good habitat.   

Eastern barred bandicoot (Perameles gunnii) has been observed on the Land by the 
owners. 

Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) has been observed on the Land by the 
owners. 

Wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila audax) - A pair of breeding eagles nests on nearby 
Mount Lloyd.  The pair and their offspring regularly visit the Land.  The Land provides 
excellent foraging habitat and the large trees provide excellent potential nest sites. 

 

The following priority species are present on the Land: 

Tasmanian Currajong (Asterotrichion discolor) is a Tasmanian endemic plant with a 
limited distribution in damp gullies of the south-east. 

Tasmanian (Eastern) Bettong (Bettongia gaimardi) is extinct on mainland and has a 
patchy distribution in Tasmania. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/
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Pink Robin (Petroica rodinogaster) is endemic to south-eastern Australia and is listed 
as vulnerable in New South Wales. 

 

5.3 Other natural values or features of conservation significance 

 

Tasmanian silver gum (Eucalyptus Cordata) Arboretum 

In 1984, an arboretum of 1000 Eucalyptus cordata trees were established just north 
of the exclusion zone by Brad Potts (Professor, Forest Genetics School of Plant 
Science and Cooperative Research Centre for Forestry University of Tasmania) (see 
Management map, page 20). 

 

The site is still used by the University of Tasmania (UTAS) and has important long-
term scientific values as well as being a diverse ex situ germplasm reserve for this 
rare Tasmanian endemic eucalypt. It is one of only a few places where scientists can 
assess the extent of genetic control of the traits which differentiate populations and 
subspecies of Eucalyptus cordata.  

 

Eucalyptus cordata and/or hybrid recruitment is occurring at present in and near by 
the arboretum area as well as some distance away in the Eucalyptus obliqua (DOB).  

 

6 Management Prescriptions, Authorisations & Recommendations 

This section of the Plan may contain the ‘Authorisations’ from the Minister to the 
Owner as referred to in Clause 4.2 of the Conservation Covenant. …] 
To achieve the objectives of this Plan, the Owner, the Minister and the Department 
must abide by the ‘Management Prescriptions’ detailed in this section of the Plan.  
These Management Prescriptions (listed in dot-point throughout this section) are:  

The conditions under which an Authorisation is provided; and/or  
The prescriptions issued by the Minister which are referred to in Clause 4.3 of 
the Covenant;  

 
This section may also contain ‘Recommendations’ that the relevant parties should 
abide by. 
 

6.1 Demarcation 

 The Land must be clearly marked on the Owner's property map  

 The Owner must inform everyone undertaking activities &/or development 
in or around the Land about the existence and purpose of the 
Conservation Covenant as well as the location of the Land, and inform 
them of any relevant prescriptions listed below. 

 Signs will be supplied by the Department to indicate the location and 
significance of the Land and to recognise the efforts of the Owner. These 
signs should be placed at strategic points around the Land (eg. gates that 
enter onto the Land). 

 
 
 

http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10607
http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10607
http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10607
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6.2 Threatened and/or priority species 

 The Minister, in conjunction with the Owner, will develop specific 
management prescriptions if required for threatened and/or priority 
species that are identified on the Land. 

 

6.3 Timber Harvesting 

 No timber harvesting is to take place on the Land. 

 No commercial firewood collecting is permitted on the Land. 

 

6.4 Domestic Firewood 

Authorisation: The Owner is permitted to collect firewood in the Land but only under 
the conditions outlined below: 

 The quantity of firewood that may be collected is restricted to 3 tonnes per 
year and must only be for domestic use on the property. 

 Wherever possible, firewood collection should be limited to cutting of 
timber that is required for removal in the course of track and/or fence 
maintenance. 

 Trees should be felled in areas with little or no habitat trees (habitat trees 
are those containing hollows and structural damage). Live trees should be 
selected, not just dead or dying trees.  Decaying trees often provide 
excellent habitat for a range of native animals. 

 The collection of firewood is not permitted in sensitive sites such as the 
gully area, the wet Eucalyptus obliqua forest (WOB) and or in the 
Eucalyptus cordata arboretum. 

 Firewood collection must not target species preferentially or to such a 
degree that the proportional representation of that species is significantly 
changed. 

 In multi-aged forests, tree felling must not target one particular age-class, 
although old-growth trees should be left, as they are often habitat trees. 

 Fallen logs/trees containing hollows must be left on the ground and must 
not be disturbed or cut for firewood. 

 Trees must either be retained in a dispersed manner across the Land so 
that large areas are not left under-stocked or be retained as a combination 
of individual trees and clumps depending on site conditions. 

 Firewood must only be collected during dry conditions to reduce damage 
to the soil caused by vehicles. 

 Only hand machinery (such as a chainsaw) must be used to collect 
firewood so that there is minimal impact on the understorey species and 
soil profile. 

 

6.5 Stock grazing 

 Grazing by stock must not be undertaken because it will have an adverse 
effect on the Natural Values.  
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6.6 Fencing 

All the boundaries of the Land are currently fenced.  There are some internal fences 
still standing and these will gradually be removed with minimal impact to the Natural 
Values of the Land. 

Authorisation: The Owner may construct additional fences that are required to 
protect the Natural Values of the Land. The Owner must consult with the Department 
to ensure that the location of the new fence(s) does not impact on good quality native 
grasslands or critical habitat of threatened species. 

 

Authorisation: The Owner may clear along the boundary fencelines for maintenance 
purposes to a maximum of 4 metres either side of the fence.  

 Wherever possible, clearing along fencelines should avoid soil disturbance 
in order to reduce the potential for weeds to establish.  

 The Owner must maintain in a satisfactory condition all the fences that are 
required to protect the Land (eg. stock-proof fences to control stock 
access).  

 The Owner must seek approval from the Minister if additional fences need 
to be constructed that are internal to the boundary of the Land.  

 Any new fence(s) must allow native wildlife access to natural water 
sources. 

 

6.7 Clearing of Vegetation 

 No clearing (or slashing) of vegetation – including shrubs, grasses and 
other understorey species – is to occur in the Land unless it is: 

(i) part of the weed management prescriptions (see section 6.12 
Control of Exotic plant species for details); 

(ii) for track maintenance (see section 6.19 Vehicle Use and 
Tracks for further information); 

(iii) for fence construction and maintenance (see section 6.7 
Fencing for further information); 

(iv) for fire hazard reduction, fire-fighting, ecological burns and/or 
firebreaks (see section 6.9 Fire and 6.10 Firebreaks for further 
information); 

(v) for firewood collecting (see section 6.4 Domestic Firewood for 
details). 

(vi) for the purpose of construction and maintenance of 
infrastructure associated with wildlife rehabilitation and release 
(see Management map page 20 for location of the site and 
section 6.22 Additional Issues). 

 Vegetation cleared during the process of “approved clearing” operations 
(such as shrubs, branches, trunks etc.) may be removed from, and used 
external to, the Land. 

 

6.8 Fire 

Planned Fire (Fire Hazard Reduction &/or Ecological Burns) 

 Fire will be excluded from the Land, unless the Minister deems it 
necessary for management, or the Tasmania Fire Service deems it 
necessary for safety reasons. 
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In the Event of Wildfire: 

 The Owner must inform the Tasmania Fire Service (TFS) of any fire that 
threatens the Land as soon as possible after the Owner becomes aware of 
the fire.  The TFS is the responsible authority for fighting fires in 
Tasmania.   

 The Owner must, as soon as possible after becoming aware of the fire, 
inform those directing the fire-fighting that TFS personnel should 
(wherever practicable) use existing firebreaks or access tracks and avoid 
creating new firebreaks through sensitive areas such as the Eucalyptus 
cordata arboretum or the wet Eucalyptus obliqua forest (WOB). 

 

6.9 Firebreaks 

Permanent Firebreaks:  

 The Department must be consulted prior to the creation of new permanent 
firebreaks to ensure that no firebreak has an adverse impact on areas with 
important Natural Values such as threatened species. 

 The creation and maintenance of permanent firebreaks must be in accordance 
with guidelines obtained from the Tasmania Fire Service and the Department. 

 Machinery used for firebreak construction or maintenance must be cleaned 
prior to entering the land (if practicable) to prevent the establishment or 
entrenchment of weeds or pathogens. 

 
Emergency Firebreaks: 

Authorisation: Emergency firebreaks will be permitted if there is an immediate threat 
to life or property but only under the conditions outlined below.   

 The Owner will make all reasonable efforts to consult with the Tasmania Fire 
Service regarding the placement of emergency firebreaks before construction 
begins.   

 The placement of emergency firebreaks must not disturb (unless unavoidable) 
the Eucalyptus cordata arboretum or the wet Eucalyptus obliqua forest (WOB). 

 
 

6.10 Herbicides, Pesticides, Fertilisers and other Chemicals 

 No fertilisers are to be applied on the Land. 

 Herbicides may only be applied on the Land if used as part of the weed 
management program described in section 6.11 Control of Exotic Plant 
Species.   

 Pesticides may only be applied on the Land if required as part of the feral 
animal management program described in the section 6.12 Control of Exotic 
Animal Species.   
 

Recommendation: Wherever possible, the Owner must also ensure that the use of 
fertilisers, pesticides or herbicides on land adjacent to the Land will not impact on the 
Land. 
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6.11 Control of Exotic plant species (Weeds)  

Blackberry, gorse, broom and hawthorn are present on the Land at locations shown 
on the Management map, page 20. 

   The Owner will make annual inspections of the Land and must control and (if 
possible) eradicate infestations of environmental weeds (such as, gorse, 
blackberry, hawthorn and broom). Particular attention should be paid to the 
margins of roads and tracks, and to any recently disturbed sites. 

 The control of environmental weeds (for example, gorse, blackberry, 
hawthorn and/or broom) will need to be strategic.  Once an infestation site 
has been controlled it should be annually inspected and follow up control 
undertaken for a number of years. 

 The Owner must make annual inspections of the boundaries of the Land 
which border neighbouring properties that have weed infestations. 

 Only herbicides that are registered in Tasmania for the control of the target 
species are to be applied (see product label &/or contact the Department for 
advice). The Owner will apply and dispose of herbicides in accordance with 
the manufacturer's recommendations. 

 The Owner will inform the Minister of any weed infestations or species that 
do not respond to standard control methods (refer to attached Department 
weed fact sheets Appendix 1).  

 Spraying must only occur under conditions where spray drift will be 
minimised to avoid damage to native species. 

 
 

6.12 Control of Exotic (Feral) animal species 

 The Owner is responsible for the control or eradication (if feasible) of feral 
animals (including feral cats, goats, rabbits and hares) on the Land.  

 Control of feral animals on the Land must be by shooting or trapping in 
accordance with current Codes of Practice, legal permits and conditions. 

 The use of pesticides – including „1080‟ poison – for feral animal control is 
not permitted on the Land unless otherwise authorised by the Minister (eg. 
for fox control).   

 The Owner must inform the Minister of any feral animal population that does 
not respond to standard control methods. 

 
Recommendation:  The Owner must not, where other reasonable alternatives are 
available, lay poisons adjacent to the Land. 

 
 

6.13 Control of Native animals  

Authorisation: The control of native animals on the Land is permitted if and when 
the animals pose a significant threat to the integrity of other Natural Values, but only 
under the conditions outlined below:  

 Permits to control native animals under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 
or the Wildlife Regulations 1999 must be obtained. 

 To obtain each permit, the Owner must seek agreement from the Minister 
that particular native animal species pose a significant threat to the 
integrity of other Natural Values on the Land. 
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 The Minister may arrange an on-ground assessment of the threat before 
making a decision. 

 If the Minister accepts that native animal control is necessary, then the 
Owner‟s permit request will be processed by the Department. 

 If a permit is issued, it must address the following conditions: 
(i) Native animal control, where necessary, will only be considered for 

the following species: Bennetts wallaby, Tasmanian pademelon and 
Brush-tail possum.  All other native species must not be controlled 
on the Land; 

(ii) The control of native animals must have the objective of maintaining 
natural population levels of all native species throughout their 
natural ranges and must only be undertaken for management 
purposes; 

(iii) Any control of native animals on the Land must be by shooting or 
trapping in accordance with current Codes of Practice, legal permits 
and conditions; 

(iv) Poisoning of native animals is not permitted on the Land;  
(v) Dogs must not be used to hunt or flush native animals. 

 The Owner must comply with the permit conditions. 
 

Recommendation:  Where and when necessary, native animal control should occur 
outside the Land.   

 

6.14 Exotic (non-Native) flora or fauna species  

For the purpose of this Plan, „Native species‟ means species occurring naturally on 
the Land or its immediate surrounds prior to the year 1788.  „Exotic species‟ means 
all species not occurring naturally on the Land or its immediate surrounds prior to the 
year 1788.  

 Exotic species may be deliberately established on the Land, if they are 
biological control organisms (as listed on the Biological Control Act 1986) 
that are specifically for the control of target weed &/or pest species that 
are present on or adjacent to the Land. 

 
 

6.15 Native flora and fauna species 

For the purpose of this Plan, „Native species‟ means species occurring naturally on 
the Land or its immediate surrounds prior to the year 1788. 

 No Native flora and/or fauna species are to be deliberately introduced to 
the Land unless approved by the Minister (for example, as part of a 
rehabilitation, revegetation or translocation strategy). 

 

Authorisation: The Land may be used by the Owner as a release site for 
rehabilitated fauna only as part of a wildlife rehabilitation strategy approved by the 
Department‟s Nature Conservation Branch and only under the conditions outlined 
below: 

 The release of rehabilitated animals should do so in accordance with the 
Department‟s current policy, relevant legislation and codes of practice. 
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 A permit will be required prior to the release of wildlife onto the Land.  It is 
the Owner‟s responsibility to seek the permit and ensure conditions of the 
permit are met. 

 Rehabilitated fauna must be released in accordance with the guidelines 
entitled: “General requirements for the care and rehabilitation of injured 
and orphaned wildlife in Tasmania” by Patsy Davies, Injured and Orphaned 
Wildlife Program, Department of Primary Industries and Water, see 
Appendix 2.   

 The release site will not become over populated. 

 No wildlife should be released unless free from disease and displaying 
appropriate physical and psychological behavioural patterns. 

 Release into the wild must always be in the interest of the wildlife, the 
population and the ecosystem. 

 The details of the process and facilities to be made available for the 
release of protected wildlife and the common wombat should be provided 
to the Wildlife Management Branch, DPIW prior to the release.  
 

 

6.16 Natural flow of water 

Authorisation: Water can be only taken from the Land at the spring site marked on 
the Management map (see page 20) for domestic use on the Owner‟s property. 

 Changes to the natural flow of water (for example, dams and waterholes) 
are not permitted unless authorised in writing by the Minister. 

 

Recommendations:  Wherever possible, the Owner must also ensure that changes to 
the natural flow of water on land adjacent to the Land will not impact on the Land.  

 

6.17 Effluent and Irrigation 

 The use of irrigation water or effluent of any kind is prohibited on the Land.  
 

Recommendations:  Wherever possible, the Owner must also ensure that the use of 
irrigation water and/or effluent of any kind on land adjacent to the Land will not 
impact on the Land.  

 
 

6.18 Vehicle Use and Tracks 

Authorisation: The Owner may introduce Foreign Materials (limited to the following: 
road base and gravel) along the existing carriageways but only under the conditions 
listed below: 

 Foreign Materials such as road base and gravel used to maintain tracks 
must be sourced from sites that are free of Root-rot Fungus, Phytophthora 
cinnamomi. Seek advice from the Department regarding suitable sites. 
(Note: Root-rot Fungus is a plant pathogen that can devastate the ecology 
of many communities across Tasmania. This prescription will help prevent 
the introduction of the Root-rot Fungus into the habitat of susceptible 
species.)  

 Vehicle use on the Land must be confined to only those existing vehicle 
tracks (see map, page 20 for location of existing tracks). 
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 The Owner may maintain any existing tracks on the Land in accordance 
with Local Government standards. 

 Off-track vehicle use is permitted in emergency situations (eg. bushfires or 
medical evacuations) or for the maintenance of boundary fences or 
construction and maintenance of infrastructure.  

 Vehicles must be washed prior to entering the Land (if practicable) if they 
have come from areas infested by weeds (especially those in seed) or 
disease (especially areas with Root Rot Fungus).  

 

6.19 Recreational Use 

 Recreational activities that are not considered deleterious to the Natural 
Values (including bushwalking, bird watching) are permitted on the Land. 

 No recreational activities (including but not confined to, trail bike riding, 
shooting and horse riding) which are or may be considered deleterious to 
the Natural Values are permitted on the Land unless approved by the 
Minister. 

 
 

6.20 Deleterious Activities 

 No activities (including, but not confined to, removal of natural resources, 
dumping of rubbish, general disturbance, etc) which are or may be 
considered deleterious to the Natural Values are permitted on the Land 
unless approved by the Minister. 

 The Owner must notify the Minister of any proposed changes in land use 
on land adjacent to the Land in case any management issues need to be 
addressed.  

 
 

6.21 Monitoring, Reporting and Review 

 The Owner must notify the Minister of any actions by a third party that 
affect the Natural Values on the Land. 

 The Owner and the Minister will advise each other of any proposed action 
that could adversely affect the Natural Values. 

 The Minister and the Owner will respond promptly to all communications 
from each other relating to this Plan. 

 Monitoring by the Department will continue as required so that 
management practices can be modified as necessary to achieve the 
conservation objectives. 

 The Department may establish monitoring plots on the Land and revisit 
these sites from time to time.  

 The Minister may undertake site inspections and will periodically contact 
the landowner to discuss the outcomes of any activities, or other issues 
affecting the Land and its Natural Values. 

 The University of Tasmania (UTAS) may undertake additional monitoring 
in collaboration with the Department to :  

- gauge the effectiveness of current management regimes in the E. 
cordata arboretum; 

- monitor the recruitment or occurrence of Eucalyptus cordata 
outside of the arboretum area. 
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6.22 Additional Issues 

 

Research activities in the Tasmanian silver gum (Eucalyptus cordata) 
arboretum 

The Eucalyptus cordata arboretum is situated on the Land as shown on the 
management map on page 20.  The University of Tasmania (UTAS) have historically 
used this arboretum for research purposes and to enable the conservation of this 
species. 

The Minister may grant approval for the collection of plant material for research 
purposes but any approval will be conditional on the following: 

 UTAS must seek the written approval of the Minister prior to any sampling or 
seed collection of plants on the Land. 

 Any sampling or seed collection must be undertaken in strict accordance with 
any relevant legislation, regulations and permits. 

 sampling or seed collection shall only be undertaken in a manner that is not 
deleterious to the Natural Values on the Land. 

 

 

Native fauna rehabilitation and release site 

Authorisation: The Owner may construct a 400 square meter wombat pre-release 
pen and associated infrastructure but only under the conditions outlined below: 

 The structure will be constructed at the site marked „wombat release site‟ on 
the management map (see page 20). 

 The maximum area to be cleared is 0.25 ha and located on a previously 
cleared area.  

 The pre-release pen will be approximately 400 square meters with metal walls 
on the existing soil substrate. 

 Associated infrastructure will be limited to a small water tank and catchment 
roof.  

 The Owners are required to do regular weed control in this area to control 
infestations of gorse and blackberry.  
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Vegetation Map  
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Management Map 
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This Nature Conservation Plan has been signed as follows on the   of  

200… 

 

 

SIGNED by the Honourable DAVID LLEWELLYN ) 

as a duly authorised agent of the Minister  ) 

administering the Nature Conservation Act 2002 ) 

to indicate his approval of the terms of this   ) 

Nature Conservation Plan     ) ...................................... 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED by GRAHAM JOHN MCLEAN   ) 

being the current owner of the abovementioned  ) 

Property to indicate that the terms of this   ) 

Nature Conservation Plan have been read,  ) 

understood and accepted     ) ...................................... 

         Owner 

 

 

SIGNED by JENNIFER ANNE MCLEAN  

being the current owner of the abovementioned  ) 

Property to indicate that the terms of this   ) 

Nature Conservation Plan have been read,  ) 

understood and accepted     ) ...................................... 

         Owner 
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7 Appendices and/or Attachments 
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7.1 Appendix 1: Weed Factsheets 
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Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus aggregate) Control Guide 

Identification and Characteristics 

Blackberry is the name commonly used for a range of closely-related brambles. 
 
Blackberry plants in Tasmania vary considerably in factors such as size, vigour, leaf 
and cane shape, height of thickets, and ability to spread by rooting at cane tips. This 
variation also affects the susceptibility of blackberry types to control measures such 
as herbicide use and biological control. 
 
At least nine "species", including the distinctive cutleaf blackberry, are known to 
occur in Tasmania, but there may be others not yet identified. 
 
Blackberries commonly form dense thickets that may reach two or more metres in 
height and cover tens or even hundreds of square metres in area. The plant has 
prickly stems or canes which grow from a perennial crown up to 150mm in diameter. 
The canes may be erect, arching or trailing and they can reach six metres in length. 
Individual canes normally live for two or three years before dying off to be replaced 
by new growth. In an established thicket, up to 70 per cent of the growth may consist 
of dead canes. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

Distribution 

Blackberries occur in all settled areas of the State. They grow most vigorously in 
higher rainfall areas and may be restricted to the edges of creeks and rivers in the 
drier parts. 
 
The plant flourishes on waste and neglected land where it creates a fire hazard and a 
haven for vermin. It is particularly prevalent along waterways and on roadsides. Often 
in association with bracken it can quickly over-run large areas. 
 
Under favourable conditions it is capable of spreading in pasture. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

Dispersal 

The berries are eaten by many birds and animals. The seeds survive in the 
droppings and can germinate in autumn or spring. 
 
Birds are largely responsible for spreading blackberries from one site to another, but 
a lot of seed is also distributed by water in creeks and rivers. 
 
The canes of blackberries are able to send out roots at the tip where they touch the 
ground and this is one way in which uncontrolled patches of blackberries keep 
getting bigger. Apart from 'tip layering', blackberries will grow from root suckers and 
root fragments. Their extensive root system and their ability to send up new shoots 
make them very persistent. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

 

 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
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Status Under the Weed Management Act 1999 

Blackberries are declared weeds in Tasmania, largely due to their impacts on the 
environment and agricultural productivity. As such, the importation, sale and 
distribution of these plants are prohibited. The legal responsibilities of land holders 
and other stakeholders for this declared weed are specified in a statutory weed 
management plan available from the DPIW.  

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/TPRY-5GS6E7?open 

 

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT 

Physical Control: 

Pasture Competition 
Competition from well managed, properly fertilised pasture will help prevent the 
establishment and spread of blackberries in grazing land. 
 
Cultivation 
Where machinery can be used, established blackberry thickets can be dozed out and 
the area then deep-cultivated to destroy the root system. 
 
Repeated cultivation is necessary to destroy seedlings and regrowth before the area 
is sown to pasture or crop. 
 
Seedlings and regrowth from root fragments may have to be sprayed for one or two 
seasons afterwards.  
 
Slashing 
Repeated slashing may help to limit the spread of blackberries but it is not an 
effective method of control. Blackberry canes growing along the ground will often be 
missed completely by the slasherblades. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

Biological Control: 

The rust (Phragmidium violaceum), which was illegally introduced into Australia in 
1984, is now prevalent throughout Tasmania. The susceptibility of blackberries to the 
rust varies markedly with species, habitat and seasonal conditions. In most cases, 
the rust will not provide adequate control and other control measures will be 
necessary. Improved strains of the rust are being examined interstate for possible 
release. 
 
Blackberries slightly or moderately infested with rust can still be treated with 
herbicides if required. In many situations, more effective control can be achieved 
from the combination of rust disease and herbicide. However, if bushes have been 
severely defoliated by the rust, herbicide application may not be effective. 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

Chemical Control: 

The effectiveness of all foliar applied herbicides will be reduced significantly if the 
blackberries are moisture-stressed or grazed heavily at the time of application. 
 
Regrowth after slashing, burning, or grazing should be at least 500mm high before 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/TPRY-5GS6E7?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
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herbicide application. 
 
With all herbicides, complete coverage of all canes and leaves, including those 
growing from suckers away from the main bush, is essential for maximum 
effectiveness.  
 
Do not slash or burn treated bushes for at least six months after herbicide 
application. 
 
Several of the herbicides registered for use on blackberries can cause significant 
damage to surrounding plants if not used correctly. Always refer to the product label 
before using any herbicide and carefully follow all directions. 
 
Herbicide spraying of blackberries will achieve greatest effect when carried out in the 
period from petal fall to leaf fall. Generally this runs from December to May in 
Tasmania. 
 
Triclopyr 
Extensive trials in Tasmania have shown that this is the most cost-effective herbicide 
for blackberry control.  
 
Triclopyr is absorbed through the foliage and stems and translocated to the crown 
and roots. Grasses are tolerant to triclopyr but most broadleaf plants, including 
clover, are susceptible.  
 
Where foliar application of herbicides to blackberry is not practical, basal treatment 
may be used. A solution of 4.8g triclopyr per litre of diesel distillate or kerosene (e.g. 
8 ml of "Garlon 600" per litre of diesel distillate or kerosene) can be sprayed or 
painted onto the lower 300mm of canes and the above-ground portion of the crown 
after most of the top growth has been removed mechanically.  
 
Metsulfuron-methyl 
Metsulfuron-methyl is a highly effective herbicide for blackberry control. Treated 
bushes are slow to show the effects of the herbicide and may not show any 
symptoms until the growing season following application. 
 
Little or no regrowth will occur in the season after treatment but strong regrowth from 
the periphery of the bush may occur two years after treatment. This regrowth must be 
treated to avoid the re-establishment of the bush. 
 
Metsulfuron-methyl may be used in urban areas and near crops where triclopyr is 
unsuitable, or when bracken or gorse is also to be controlled at the same time. 
 
Grasses are tolerant to metsulfuron-methyl, but clover is susceptible. 
 
Glyphosate 
Glyphosate can be used for blackberry control in situations where its non-selective 
activity is acceptable or where care can be taken to prevent the material coming into 
contact with desirable shrubs, plants or grass. Overall it is less effective on large 
blackberry bushes than triclopyr and metsulfuron-methyl 
 
Hexazinone 
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This product is useful for controlling isolated plants or small patches in industrial 
areas, roadside drains and similar places where its non-selective and persistent 
properties are useful. 
 
Hexazinone must not be used in the root zone of desirable plants or trees nor on 
slopes where runoff water may carry it into their root zone. 
 
It should not be applied when the soil is dry. 
 
Contamination of Blackberry Fruit 
Most herbicides may leave residues in the fruit of treated bushes. 
 
Where the public has free access to blackberry bushes, herbicides must not be 
applied to plants carrying mature or near mature fruit. To do so is in contravention of 
label directions and is illegal.  

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open - top#top 

 

Some herbicides are toxic to bees.  
As a general rule, avoid applying herbicides when and where bees are 
foraging.  
Always read the label. 

 
Note 
These herbicide recommendations are made subject to the product being registered 
for that purpose under relevant legislation. It is the user's responsibility to check that 
registration or an off-label permit covers the proposed use. Always read the herbicide 
label. If in doubt, check with the Registrar of Chemical Products, Department of 
Primary Industries and Water. Statewide Freecall 1300 368 550. 
 

Table 1. Blackberry herbicide properties and recommendations for 

use 

 

Herbicide 
(Active 

ingredient) 

Commercial 
product (Content 

of active 
ingredient) 

Application rate 
of Commercial 

product per L 

With-
holdin

g 
period  

Comments 

Triclopyr1
 GARLON 600  

(600 g/L) 

 

 

 

 

GRAZON DS 

(300 g/L 

Triclopyr, 
100 g/L Picloram) 

0.85 - 1.7 mL 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5 - 5.0 mL 

Nil 
 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

Apply to foliage 
from petal fall to 

leaf senescence. 
 

Use higher rate 
on large bushes 

when complete 
wetting is 

difficult. 

Glyphosate1
 ROUNDUP 

(360 g/L) 

 

GLYPHOSATE 360 

10 - 13 mL 

 

 

 

 

Nil 
 

 

 

 

Apply to foliage 
from petal fall to 

leaf senescence. 

Add wetting 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW2MF?open#top#top
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(360 g/L) 

 

 

TROUNCE  

BRUSH-PACK 

(835 g/L 
Glyphosate, 

10 g/L 
Metsulfuron-

methyl) 

 

 

1.7 g 

 

 

Nil 

agent. 

Metsulfuron-

methyl 

BRUSH-OFF 

(600 g/Kg) 

0.1 g Nil Apply to foliage 

from petal fall to 
leaf senescence. 

Add wetting 
agent. 

Hexazinone2
 a) VELPAR L 

(250 g/L) 

 

 

b) VELPAR 20 G 

(200 g/Kg) 

a) liquid: 4 mL 
spots per small 

crown 

 

b) granules: 
4g/m2 beneath 

bushes 

Nil Apply in spring or 
autumn when soil 

is moist. Single 
crown bushes up 

to 1 metre tall. 
 

a) soil injected  
 

a) & b) to ground  

around base of 

canes 

 
1More dilute formulations are available for use in home gardens.  
2May show up to 24 months residual activity against crops and pasture 
species. Seek advice if the treated area is to be sown within this time after 

treatment. 
 

NB: Do not apply any herbicide to bushes that bear mature or 
near-mature fruit. 
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7.2 Appendix 2:  General requirements for the care and rehabilitation of 
injured and orphaned wildlife in Tasmania  


